
WORDS IN COMPA N Y

after it, is called a rhythm unit. So aim*gou ilJ is a rhythm unit,
and so is *houm and so is fa*kr ismas.

How do you decide what words or syllables go together
in a rhythm unit? Here are the rules :

I . Any unstressed syllables at the beginning of a word
group must go together with the following stress group :

lIaiwazin*IAndanII II ma la*p:> lad3iz]

2 . If the unstressed syllable (s) is part of the same word
as the stressed syllable they belong to the same rhythm
group:

lI *tJi:pa *fEazli lI *tJi:p a*fEazll (che aper fares, cheap affairs)

3. If the unstressed syllables are closely connected
grammatically to the stressed word, although not a part of
that word, they belong to the same rhythm unit :

IJ *givit ta *d3:>n ll II *te ikoa m fara* w:>:kll

lI *hau didju:*mrenid3 tab i*OEar in*taim ?II

4. Whenever you are in doubt as to which rhyth m
unit uns tressed syllables belong to, put them after a stress
rather than before it. So in He was older than me, if you are
doub tful ab out oan, put it with oulda and not with mi: :
IJhi:waz*ouldaOan *mi: lI.

I n many languages the rh yt hm unit is the syllab le : each
syllable has the same length as every othe r syllable and
there are not the constant changes of syllable length whi ch
occur in English word groups. Some such langu ages are
French, Spanish, H indi, Yoru ba. Speakers of these lan­
gu ages and others in which all the syllables have the same
length will find English rhy thm rather difficult, a nd they
will need to work hard at it. If every syllable is made the
same length in English it gives the effect of a mach ine-gun
firing and makes the utterances very hard to understand.
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R H YTHM UNITS

Some good work on English rhythm will help greatly in
improving the sound of your speech.

Practise the following examples, be ating the rhythm of
th e stressed syllables as you go and varying the lengths of
the syllables so as to keep the stress groups equal in length:

lI *telkit *houm ll *teikit ta*d3:>n ll *te lklt ta*d3:> nsanll
11*lait oa*faiall *Ialtil) oa*faia ll hi:waz*lait il) oa*faiall
Il hi:waz*moust a*m Ju:zil) ll hi:waz*veri a*mJu:zil)11
lI*d3:> n waz *leit ll *d3eni waz* leitll *d3enlfa waz* leitll
Il hi:z*d3Ast *ten ll hi: z*d3Ast *sevan ll hi:z*d3Ast *sevanti ll
lIi tsa*ha: d *d3:>b ll itsa*t r iki *d3:>b ll itsa*difak!t *d3:>bll
lIitwaza*riali *gud *mi:11I Itwaza*r iall *plez':\ t *mi :1 11

itwaza *riali *eksalant *ml :11I
II hi:*pleiz *ver i *wel ll hi:z*p lelil) *ver i *w el ll

hi:z*pleii l)i t *verl *wel ll
IIJu:*didit *ra:oa *we lll Ju:*did it *ra:oa *beta ll

Ju:*did it *ra:oa *klevulill
lIai*h3ev,:\ t a*p aund *nout ll ai*h3ev,:\ t a*f iJil) *pi:sll

ai*h3ev,:\ t a*erepani *bitll

F L UEN CY

One oth er thing which you must pay a ttention to in saying
word groups is that you say th em fluently, smoothly, with no
gaps or hesitations in the middle. 'When you know wha t
words you have to say you should be capable of saying
them witho ut stumbling over the sounds and sequences of
sounds. I n En glish, as we have seen, on e word is no t sepa­
rated from another by pausing or hesitating ; the end of
one word flows straight on to the beginning of the next.
To improve your fluency try the method of leng thening
word groups. Here is an example :

1 went home - on the Sunday - morning -- train.
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WORDS IN COMPA NY

Fi rst you S2 Y th e short group I went home-smoothly ; ifyou
stumble, say it again , until you arc sure th at you can do it .
T hen add the next three words and say I went home on the
Sunday , also without stumbling. Now add morning and say
the whole thing from the beginning; and finally add train.
Don' t be sati sfied until you can say it without hesitation
and with your best English sounds and rhythm. Other
examples for pra ctice are on p. 135.

One difficulty which often affec ts foreign learners is con­
nected with a vowel at the beginning of words, especially
if it begins a stressed syllable. An example is: He's always
asking awkward questions whe re *:>:!wiz, *a:skil) and *J :kwad

all begin with a stressed vowel. English speakers glide
smoothly from the final sound of the word before to the
initial vowel of the following word with no break, no
hesita tion. M any speakers of other languages separate the
two words by a glottal stop (see p. 19) and thi s gives a very
jerky effect in English. You must try to go smoothly and
continuously from on e word to the other, with no glo ttal
stop, no break.

II hi :z *J:l w iz *a:skil) *J :kwad *kwestJanz ll........ ........ ........

When the final sou nd of the word before is a consonant
it will hel p if you imagine th a t it bel ongs to the following
word, and we might transcribe our exa mple : Ilh i: *n:lwi

*zo:ski *I)J:kwad *k westJa nzll. T his will stop you making a
ga p before the vowel.

If the final sound of the word be fore is a vowel there are
various ways of avoiding the ga p. In oi: *Aoa it may help
to wri te a little J before the 11.1:oi : *iAoa. The glide from i:

to A is very like a J bu t a very gentl e one . The same trick
can be used after Iii and the di ph thongs lei , ai , Jil whi ch
end in Iii. oel *1 0 : , mai *Jo:nt, oa bol *iet it (the.Y are, my aunt,
the boy ate it). However, we do dis tinguish between my ears
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F LUEN C Y

and 17!Y years, etc., mai *Iiaz and mai *jiaz, where [la z has a
longer and stronger j than th e short and gentle glide before
iaz.

Similarly, after lu:1 and the diphthongs lou, aul which
end in u, we can use a lit tle w-sound as the lin k, for
example two others, *t u: *"'Aoaz, go in *gou *wi n, how odd
*hau *w::>d. Again we distinguish between two-eyed an d too
wide: *t u: *wai d, *t u: *waid.

The vowels la:1 and jal can always be lin ked to a follow­
ing vowel by [ r]: her own hai r *oun, for ever far *eva, and
this is also true for jia, Ea, u»]: clear air *kliar *E<l, share out
*JEar *aut , poorEve! *puar *i:v. Again it may help to att ach
th e r to the following word : he: *foun, *klia *rEa, etc .
'When 1::>:1 or 10:1occur a t the en d of a word and a vowel
im med ia tely follows we also use IrI as a link if the spelling
has the letter r in it, but not ot herwise, so Irl occurs in more
and more *m::>: ran *m::>: but not in saw off *s::> : *::>f, and it
occurs in f ar away *fa: fa*wei but not in Shah of Persia
*Ja: av *pa:Ja (see p. 79) . When we go from 1::> :1or 10:1 to
a following vowel without a linking Irl we glide smoothly
from one to the other with no interruption of the voice by
a glottal stop. Other examples for practice are on page 135.

CH A N G I NG W O RD - S H A PES

W e have already seen that some words have weak and
strong forms dep end ing on their place in the group an d on
stress. T he shape of a word m ay also be altered by nearby
sounds; normally we pronounce one as WAn, but one more
may be pronou nced WAm m:», whe re the shape of one has
changed be caus e of the following Im l in more. Also next is
usu ally p ronounced nekst, but in next month may be neks
mAnS, where the final ItI has disappe ared .

Alterations like WAm rno: where one phoneme repl aces
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WORDS IN C O M P A N Y

another mainly affect the alveolar sounds It , d, n, s, zl
when th ey are final in the word :

Before Ip, b, in] Ipl replaces ItI:
righ t place ralp pleis
whi te bird waip bard
not me n:>p mi:

Ibl replaces Id/:
hard pa th ha :b pa :9
good boy gu b b:> i

good mo rni ng gub m:> :n ilJ

Im l replaces [tv] :
gone past g:> m pa:st

gone back g:> m bzek
ten men t em me n

Before jk, gl Ikl replaces ItI:
white coa t waik kout

th at girl e<ek ga: 1

Igf replaces Id/ :
bad cold b<eg ko uld

red ga te reg geit

IQ/ replaces [n] :
one cup W Al) kxp
main gate mei lJ ge it

naif [u rz
ciS [l a

oou3 [aps
wEa3 j:>: z

nice shoes
this year
those sho ps
where 's yours

131replaces [z]:

Similarl y, the sequences Inti and Indl may be replaced by
Impl or lOki and Imbl or IlJ gI in plant pot pla:m p pot, stand
back stzernb beek, plant carrots pla:l)k k zerats, stand guard stteQg

ga:d. Even the sequences Id~tl and It ~d / may be com­
pletely altered in a similar way in couldn't come kugqk kxrn ,
frightened girl fraiklJg g<J :1.

Before If, if lSI replaces lsi:



C H ANG I NG WO RD- SH APE S

No ne of the se altera tions is necessary, so although you will
hea r En glish people use them, espec ia lly when they speak
quickly, you ne ed not imitate them .

In another kind of altera tion the stro ng consonan t of a
pair replaces the weak consonan t in compound words like
fi vepence fa ifpa ns and newspaper nju :spe ipa and in the closely
conne ct ed 1 have to, he has to: a i heef tu :, h i: hzes t u:. You
should use these pronuncia tion s, but do not make it a
general ru le to replace th e we ak conson ant by the strong
in ot he r cases ; you m ust distin guish be tween the price ticket
and the prize ticket : oa prais tikit, oa praiz t ik it . Notice too
that th e English do not replace th e stro ng consonant by
th e weak in phrases like black box, great day, which m ust
be pronounced blzek boks, gre it dei and not b l;eg boks, grei d

deL

Some of the alterations mention ed here have taken place
in the past inside En glish words, lea ving them with a shape
which is now normal. Examples a re : handkerchief h;el)ka­

tJi:f, special spej], soldier so uldya ; you must use these forms,
b ut there are others which you m ay hear which are not
essen tia l though you can use them if you wish . Examples
are: admirable eebrnar eb], Wat kins wokkinz, broadcast brJ:g­

ka:st, utmost xprno ust, inmate immei t.

Disappearances of sounds, as in neks dei , most often
affect JtJ when it is final in a word afte r JsJ or JfJ (as in last
or left) and th e follow ing word begins wi th a stop, nasal or
fric tion sou nd.

best friend bes frend

first night fa:s nait

JstJ + sto p :
last time

+ nasal:
best man

+ friction :
W est side

la:s taim

bes mzen

w es sa id

fast bus fa :s bAS



WORDS IN COMPANY

Iftl +stop:
lift boy llf b::>l stuffed chicken stxf t j lkln

+nasal :
soft mattress sof mtet ras left knee lef nl:

+ friction:
left shoe lef [u: soft snow sof snou

The ItIin 1st, ftl may also disappear when other conso nants
follow, but this is less common. Examples are: last lap la:s
leep, nextweek neks wi:k, best road bes ro ud, left leg lef leg, soft
rain sof rein, soft water sof W::>:ta.

The Idl in Indl or Imdl often disappears if the following
word begins with a nasal or weak stop consonant:

Indl + nasal: blind man
kind nurse

+ weak stop: tinned bacon
stand guard

Imdl + nasal: skimmed milk
he seemed nice

+ weak stop: it seemed good
he climbed back

blain meen
kain na.s
tin belkan
steen ga:d
skim milk
hi: sl:m nals
it si:m gud
hi: klaim beek

The jdl in Ind, mdl may also disappear when other con­
sonants follow, but this is less common. Examples : blind
chance blain tjcrns, send seven sen sevan, hand-woven heen
wouvan, he blamed them hi: blel m cam, she seemed well I i: sl:m
wei, aframed picture a freim plkt]a.

When ItI or Idl occur between two other stop conso­
nants they are never heard and you should leave them out,
for example: locked car bk ka:, strict parents strlk psarants ,
he stopped behind hi: st::>p bihaind, dragged back dr <eg beek,
rubbed down rxb daun. It is not necessary for you to use any
of the other reduced forms mentioned above, but if you
find it easier to do so you may use the more common ones.



CHAN GIN G WORD-SH A P ES

Similar disappearances have taken place in the past in­
side English words, leaving them with a shape which is now
normal. Examples are: grandmother graenmAoCl, handsome
heensarn, castle kc :s], postman po usrnan, draughtsman dra:fs­
man. In all these cases you should use this no rmal form.
T here are other cases where two forms may be heard: often
::>fQ , ofta n ; kindness kainnis , kaindnis ; asked a :st, a :skt; clothes
klouz, klouez ; and you can use whichever you find easiest.

Vowels have often disappeared from English words in
the past, leaving a form which is the normal one , for
example :family fae mli, garden ga: dQ, Edinburgh ednbra, awful
::>:£1 , evil i.v], interest intrast , history histri . You should naturally
use these normal forms. In other cases there are two possi­
bilities, for example : generous d3enras, dyenaras ; pattern
peetan, paet Q; deliberate dlllbrat, d tllbarat ; probably probbll,
probabll ; properly prop li, propall. In these and simil ar cases
it is best for you to use the longer form.

All thes e examples of ch anges and disappearances of
sounds should encourage you to listen mos t carefully to the
real shapes of English words, which are so often different
from the shapes which the ordinary spelling might suggest.
You can always find the normal shape ofa word by looking
for it in a pronouncing dictionary, for instance Daniel
Jones's English Pronouncing Dictionary, which is most useful
for any foreign user of English, but the mos t important
thing, as alw ays, is to use your ears and really listen to
English as it is.

EX E RC IS E S O N C H A P T E R 6

I . Divide the following passage into word groups
(p. 114)·

I have needed some new bookshelves for a long time. So
during my holiday I decid ed to tackle the job myself. Not
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